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With the start of Lent
being Ash Wednesday
February 26" I thought it
might be important to
revisit why we do a few
things for Lent. One of
the most well-known
parts of Lent is that it is a
season of fasting. But
what does it mean to fast
during Lent? What does
that really look like? How
should we fast? Is the fast
individual or corporate for
the Church? These per-
haps are questions you
may not have thought of
before, but on the other
hand perhaps you have.

As we start Lent we
put ashes on our fore-
heads and hear the words
remember that you are
dust and to dust you shall
return. These words re-
mind us, each and every
one of us, that we will
die. In the Old Testament
when people were enter-
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we as the Church and as indi-
g~ vidual Christians would “sit” in
those Ash Wednesday ashes
during Lent and mourn the cost
of our sins.

So, what does that look like?
Do we mope around? Do we
make a show of what we are
doing? No! by no means should
we do that. Instead as the Gos-

J pel text for Ash Wednesday
/ tells us we should not show our
individual fasts in public. There
should be no one that knows
that you are fasting during Lent.
For the corporate reality it is

vine Service. But we still in that
reality don’t mope around, we




still sing praises to our Crucified
God and King. The focus of
those praises is more directed
and focused to what the for-
giveness won for you and me
cost the Lord of life. You and I
still receive the body and blood
as it keeps us in mind of the cost
of the forgiveness of sins that
you and I have received and
continue to receive.

In closing I would encourage
you to personally fast from
something this Lenten season. I
also encourage you to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to
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i/
come to every service that is
offered here to mark the Lenten
journey to the Cross of Jesus
Christ on the day that changed
the history of the world forev-
er, Good Friday.

Council Meeting
December 17, 2019

Attendance: Nick Salisbury,
Carolyn Bielefeld Dennis and
Lynn Florreich, Kelly Miller
Linda Abel and Ashleigh Mar-
gadonna.

Kelly called the meeting to order

and Lynn offered the
opening devotion and
prayer. Carolyn will offer
the opening devotion at
the January meeting.

Carolyn made a motion
that the minutes from the
November meeting be
approved. Linda seconded
the motion which passed .
Board reports followed:
Pastor: Pastor submitted a
written report. Attachment
1.

Elders: George submitted
a written report. Attach-
ment 2.

Church Properties: Nick
gave an oral report. Com-
cast has done their digging
and will return in the near
future to complete their
installation More roof
leaks have been found,
and they will be ad-
dressed.

Sunday School: Linda
submitted a written report.
Attachment 3.
Evangelism: K ' gave an
oral report. Lynn made a
motion that the $85.90
invoice for the candy
canes be paid from the
general fund . Linda se-
conded the motion which
passed.

Stewardship: Kelly sub-
mitted a written report and
updated financial graphs.
Attachments 4 & 5.
Young Adult Ministry:
Ashleigh reported that this
ministry will begin in Jan-
uary and that she hopes to
get those who don 't come
regularly to come and be a
part.

Human Care: Carolyn
gave an oral report.
Ad Hoc Committees:

Altar Care: The banners will be
changed on Sunday.

Classical School: No report.
Fellowship: No report

Strategic Assessment: Pastor
posed the question “What’s
Next?” to be considered

in 2020. It will probably start
with himself and the elders.

Financial Secretary: Dennis
submitted a written report. At-
tachment 6. He reported that 34
pledges have been received for a
total of $78,394.00 . Carolyn
made a motion to remand the
report to the audit committee.
Linda seconded the motion
which passed.

Treasurer: George submitted
written reports. Attachments 7
&"8. Linda made a motion}
seconded by Nick that the re-
ports be remanded to the audit
committee. The motion passed.
Karen will be informed that she
is in charge of the audit commit-
tee.

Unfinished business:
1. Kelly and Pastor will work on
a policy for borrowing church

property.

New Business:

1. The Jews for Jesus Seder Din-
ner will be April 2.
Announcements:

1. The next regular council
meeting will be January 15 at
6:00 p.m ..

2. Carolyn will offer the opening
devotion and prayer in January.
Carolyn made a motion to ad-
journ. Nick seconded the motion
which passed.

The meeting closed with the
Kelly offering a prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Florreich
Recording Secretary



